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Hi Everyone,

Christmas is a time to count our blessings, and one we all share is New Zealand's very
special, beautiful, natural environment.

It is at the core of our quality of life, our national identity, and our competitive
advantage. From Cape Reinga to the Bluff there is little doubt that New Zealanders
enjoy some of the world's most pristine and accessible natural beauty. So, good
environmental practice is not only important to protect our natural heritage, but is crucial
in lifting our nationOs gene and securing the sort of future we want for our children.

| chair National's Bluegreen caucus and work very closely with Dr Nick Smith, Minister
for the Environment. This year we believe that National has been able to provide good
commonsense leadership on environmental issues that our country needed so badly.

WeOve moved to implement a raft of policies that marry sound economics with the
protection of our environment. We set out clear environmental priorities for the Ministry

for the Environment: climate change, freshwater management, biodiversity protection,

oceans, air quality, outdoor recreation, waste management and contaminated site clean-

ups.

As part of our commitment to environment management, we established the

Environmental Protection Agency on 1 October. This new agency will be the vehicle for

providing clearer central Government leadership around many of the environmental

issues facing us across the country. But beyond our priorities, weOve put into practice
programmes that will actually deliver.

Home Insulation

The most significant of these programmes is the $323 million OWarm Up New Zealand:
Heat SmartO initiative. This scheme is already proving very popular with more
than 20,000 homes across the country insulated since its launch in July and two thirds
of them are owned by low income families.

Already itOs improving energy efficiency, reducing the cost of energy for households and
increasing the value of homes. Best of all, it is providing much needed jobs in our
communities.

Freshwater

Another new programme of work is the new start for freshwater.

Here in Canterbury, we have seen first hand the problems of deteriorating water quality



in areas of intensive agriculture. WeOve experienced the poor system ofllocating water
rights, and have seen the opportunities for storage and water augmentation lost because
of poor public policy.

We know the value of water. Freshwater is to New Zealand, what minerals are to
Australia. The good news is that freshwater, unlike their mines, if properly managed, will
not run out.

National has not only recognised freshwater management as one of New ZealandOs big
environmental challenges, but weOve also set out an ambitious framework for driving
reform in this all important area.

New, clean technologies

A further new initiative is around biofuels. National believes biofuels can play a part in
the solution to renewable fuels. ThatOs why weOve invested $36 million into a biodies:
grants programme, promoting biodiesel production to kick start the biofuels industry.

WeOve also passed legislation that exempts electric vehicles from road user charges to
encourage their uptake.

Cycleway

Our New Zealand Cycleway Project, championed by Prime Minister John Key, will

benefit both the economy and the environment by kick-starting local economies while

protecting our natural landscape. WeOve seen huge growth in cycle tourism all over the
world. This initiative will help create a high-quality tourism asset that will help attract

higher-value cycle tourists and complement our 100% pure brand.

Within our first year in office, there are two very substantive reforms that the
Government has been involved in.
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The first of those is the biggest package of reforms to the Resource Management Act
since it became law in 1991.

The new legislation that came into affect on 1 October makes a number of significant
changes to address the delays, costs and uncertainties of the Act without undermining
its overall environmental integrity.

Our reforms are about pulling back on expensive and unnecessary bureaucracy. They
reinforce NationalOs Bluegreen message that being preenvironment does not equate to
being pro-red tape.

Climate Change and the Emissions Trading Scheme

The other major package is the critical issue of climate change.

NationalOs approach is about New Zealand doing its fair share and protecting our clean
green reputation. But weOre also realistic about the costs, the impacts on jobs and what

a small country like New Zealand can do. WeOve put a lot of work over the last few
months into making the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme workable and



affordable.

Despite the disappointment of Copenhagen National remains committed to pursuing
sound, practical environment policies to achieve emission reduction. We want to reduce
emissions in ways that result in the least cost to society and the economy. New
Zealand, as a responsible international citizen, and as a country that values our clean,
green environment, must act to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.

| am proud of our environmental initiatives so far. But the work is not finished. We have
an ambitious agenda and you will see more environmental policies rolled out in the
coming years. Our environment is just too important for us to rest on our laurels.

“New Zealand came to Copenhagen with great

hope of achieving a binding agreement that had

developed and developing countries working

together to respond to the challenges of climate

change. It is sobering to have reached this point of

the conference without having made progress on

the major issues necessary for a comprehensive,

effective, and legally binding global climate change

agreement.

A clear and firm signal must be sent to therld. We
must change attitudes, drive levarbon developmen
spur innovation and deployment of technologies, i
influence priorities for finance and investment. A ne
global deal must be durablewith in-built capacity to
evolve over time to keep upvith scientific knowledge
technological breakthroughs, and economic and s
development. Undoubtedly, as this conference h
demonstrated, the scope of the challenge
enormous.” PM John Key

But just a final thought as we are counting down to Christmas. It's been a tough year for
food banks and the Christchurch City Mission is very short of non-perishable food. If you
are a local you might like to drop something into the City Mission at 271-275 Hereford
St, or at my office by the end of tomorrow as we will be taking ours around first thing
Wednesday morning.

But of course, the best donation is always money and you can do that on- line
at http://www.citymission.org.nz/donate_form.php Easy!!! Merry Christmas!

Regards,
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P.S. | am always keen to hear from you, flick me an email, call my Christchurch office

on 03 3658297, or pop in to my office at 189 Montreal St, Christchurch. And if you're
a local do join our next Christchurch event......
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